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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Sixth Sunday of Luke 
Great-martyr Arethas (al-Haarith) & companions in Arabia 

Martyr Sebastiana of Heraclea; Righteous Elesbaan, King of Ethiopia 
Tone 1                                                                  Eothinon 7 
Saturday Vespers Service: Vespers is CANCELLED on Saturday, October 23 due to a scheduled 
wedding. Vespers will resume on October 30. 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (also 
available via Live-Streamed)  
Sunday Epistle Reader:  Choir 
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE 
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst 
arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud 
unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy 
providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.  
 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ARETHAS (AL-HAARITH) & COMPANIONS IN TONE ONE 
Be Thou entreated for the sake of the sufferings of Thy Saints which they endured for Thee, O Lord, and 
do Thou heal all our pains, we pray, O Friend of man. 
 

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul. 
 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO 
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O 
despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto 
our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who 
dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 
 



THE EPISTLE 
(For the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:6-11) 

     Brethren, the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Let each one do according to what he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly, or 
under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you; that 
you, having always all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work. As it is written: “He has 
scattered abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever”; now He, who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be enriched in all things for every generosity, which works through us 
thanksgiving to God. 

THE GOSPEL 
(For the Sixth Sunday of Luke) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (8:26-39) 
     At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And as He 
stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who had demons; for a long time he had worn no 
clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down 
before him, and said with a loud voice, “What hast Thou to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I beseech Thee, do not torment me.” For Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. 
[For many a time it had seized him; he was kept under guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he 
broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the desert.] Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” 
And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. And they begged Jesus not to command them 
to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside; and they begged Jesus 
to let them enter these. So He gave them leave. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the 
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When the herdsmen saw 
what had happened, they fled, and told it in the city and in the country. Then people went out to see what 
had happened, and they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how 
he who had been possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the 
Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear; so He got into the boat 
and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with Jesus; but Jesus sent 
him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare all that God has done for you.” And he went away, 
proclaiming throughout the whole city all that Jesus had done for him. 
 

THE SYNAXARION 
On October 24 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy, glorious and rightvictorious 
Great-martyr Arethas (al-Haarith), Abraham, Ruhayma, Habsa, Hayya, Hayya, and the multitude martyred 
with them in Najran of Arabia Felix (present-day Yemen) in the year 524.  

Verses 
Martyr Arethas offered God, when beheaded, multitudinous Martyrs beheaded likewise. 

On the twenty-fourth thou wast felled with thy friends, O Arethas. 



When Dhu Nuwas, ruler of the Himyarite tribe in southern Arabia, and a Judaizer, took power, he sought 
to blot out Christianity, especially at Najran. Led by Arethas—who was 95 years old— thousands of martyrs, 
including women, children, and babies, valiantly withstood his threats, and were beheaded and burned. After 
Arethas and the men had been slain, all the free-born Christian women of Najran were brought before the 
tyrant and commanded to reject Christ or die; yet they rebuked the persecutor with such boldness that he 
said even the men had not insulted him so viciously. The Ethiopian King Elesbaan—whom we also 
commemorate today—liberated Najran from Dhu Nuwas soon after and raised up churches in honor of the 
Martyrs. Najran became a place of pilgrimage until the rise of Islam a century later. At the end of his life 
King Elesbaan, who was also called Caleb, retired into solitude as a hermit.  
     On this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Sebastiana of Heraclea. By the intercessions of Thy 
Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 
 

VESPERS CANCELLED ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23. 2021 
Vespers Service is Cancelled on Saturday, October 23 due to a scheduled wedding ceremony in the 
afternoon. Vespers will resume on Saturday, October 30.  

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow  
along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy. 

 

 

      HOLY BREAD ON SUNDAY IS OFFERED BY: 

Paul and Laila Ferris in memory of Peter and Skee Rizk, as well as for the health 
of the Rizk, Ferris, Samore, Al-Hanna, and Nasser families.  
Ward Nancy Esper and family, Sami, Antoinette Esper and family, Habib, 
Hussen Salloum and family, Salma Farah and family, Ramsey, Wafaa Esper and 
family, James, Odette Shaheen and family, for the 40 Days Memorial of our 
beloved Abdo Esper, the departed soul, the Godfather and caretaker of the 
Esper family. May his memory be eternal and may God grant him a special         

                     place in His heavenly kingdom. 
 

DONATIONS 
Nabil & Doris Shaheen: For the health of Ramsey Esper. 
Jamie Isaac: For the health of Orthodox here and in Lebanon. 
Geoffrey Borschow: Seminary donation 

DOME LIGHTING 
Edward & Nancy Esper, Sami & Antoinette Esper, Ramsey & Wafa Esper, Salma Farah, Habib & 
Mahassen Salloum will lit the dome on Saturday, October 23 in memory of Abdo Esper. 
 
Nassim Salloum will lit the dome on Sunday, October 24 for the health of Ramsey Esper. 



On Saturday, October 16, Zena Esper lit the dome in honor of the birthdays of Ronda Esper, Michael 
Esper and Patricia Borschow. May the Lord grant them many more happy years to come and great health 
and happiness! 

DONATIONS FOR THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON & BAKE TABLE 
Antoinette Esper    Laila Ferris          Jaclyn Ferris          Lauren Ferris Cass  Hend Odeh 
Sylvana Aldouri     Patricia Borschow   Dr. Maha Salloum     Jeanette Zacour Jameelie Dayoub 
Layla Salloum       Sharon Madsen    Edwina Youngblood  Anonymous        Zena Esper  
Doris Shaheen      Nia Isaac            Jamie Isaac 
Sudie & Deanna Nasser: In loving memory of Dale Nasser Sr. 

NO SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR 
For the protection of our parishioners during the COVID pandemic, the Coffee Hour on Sundays has been 
put on hold. The Parish Council will continue to monitor the physical and local pandemic situation.  

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON 
The Ladies Society will have a Thanksgiving Luncheon on November 14, 2021, after Liturgy in the Hall. 
Please refer to the attached flyer for further details.  
 

BAKE TABLE FUNDRAISER 
Please see the attached flyer with the listed bake items that will be available after October 30. Please make 
your order ASAP as quantities are limited especially the Butter bread and Baklava trays. 
Thank you for your support. 
 

INTERNATIONAL LEBANESE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
St George Cathedral/Wichita, KS which, in conjunction with the International Lebanese Medical 
Association, is conducting an appeal to collect and ship desperately needed medical supplies to Lebanon. If 
you wish to donate medical supplies, please mail them to the St. George Cathedral Office/Wichita, KS. A 
GoFundMe has also been set up. PLEASE SEE the attachment for further details. The FINAL 
COLLECTION DATE is Saturday, October 30, at 10:00 AM. Thank you for your donation. 
  

                   ICON PROJECT 
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, teaching, and 
worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this world. Icons can represent our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the 
Heavenly hosts, and even events.  

The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and they help us to 
focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life but instead to transform it, as was 
done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is important to note that the icons themselves are 
venerated only, not worshipped; we only worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 



Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in the 
church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a 
monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please 
contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 
and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line. Thank you.   

A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you many years of good 
health. 

                      

The Archdiocese lifted all requirements to wear masks and social distance in our churches in the United 
States of America and that those who choose to continue wearing masks in the church should not be 
discouraged IN ANY WAY from doing so. Therefore, we want to make it clear that it is no longer 
mandatory for those attending any service at St. George to wear a mask, and that we have opened up all of 
the pews in the church which had previously been roped off to facilitate social distancing. However, due the 
freedom given to the local parishes to take the decision in accordance with the physical and local situation 
and due the age and health issues of the majority of our parishioners we encourage, for the moment, 
our beloved Parishioners to continue keeping the mask.    

We still encourage those who have tested positive for COVID-19 and not yet received a negative test result, 
those who have symptoms as listed by the CDC, and those who have been in contact with anyone who has 
symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 to stay home and watch services remotely.    

This has been a trying year for us all, but we are full of joy in receiving the notification lifting all requirements 
to wear masks and social distance from now on by the Archdiocese.  Please join us every Sunday to celebrate 
the Divine Liturgy in your beloved St. George!   

CHURCH ETIQUETTE OR SOME THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW WHILE IN CHURCH 
Dear parishioners, friends, and visitors, we wish to share with you some church etiquette that you might not 
be aware of when in church. Thought it be of importance for you to know. 
 
Church Etiquette or Some Things You Should Know While in Church (Fr. David Barr) | Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese 
 

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy 
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship 
from home. 
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:  
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection. 



Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page 
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being 
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the 
top right of the page. 
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control 
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday 
Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy 
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.  

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the 
Liturgical Resources for the specific month.  

http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Students should report at 9:25 A.M. to be with Fr Fadi for the opening prayers.  
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2021 – 12 students 
Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old) Doris Shaheen 
     Amara Gipson, & Knight Joudi 
Grades Kinder/1st   Jehan Al-Hanna 
     Georgios Alyoussef, & Chris Gipson 
Grades 2/3    Allen Borschow 
     Larissa Alyoussef  
Grades 4/5    Patricia Borschow 

Nia Isaac, Oaklee Ladson, & Sofia Meza   
Grades 6/7    Geoffrey Borschow  
     No attendees 
Grades 8-12    Jameelie Dayoub 

Sami Odeh, Adrea Meza, Anthony Meza, & Kendall Olivas  
Sunday School Director  Laila Ferris 
Special Projects   Jaclyn Ferris 
Staff Assistant    James Shaheen, Sr.  
 
    CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file with the church’s 
Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the 
Church Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to 
mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dcn. Michael  
 
 
 
 



CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org ,with a copy emailed to Fr. Fadi for his approval at 
fadi.rabbat@icloud.com . The Church Bulletin is usually sent out by Wednesday.  
 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the 
Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it 
placed in the following week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary 
arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being offered for a Memorial 
Service of a departed loved one.  
 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to 
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a 
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to 
have it placed in the following week's Church Bulletin.  Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There is 
a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. You 
can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  
 

           
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: fadi.rabbat@icloud.com 

Or 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 
Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

Confessions: By appointment.  

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to 
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

ivine Liturgy.  


